
AIAN FACES 2015 Workgroup 

Member Organizational Affiliation 

Tribal Head Start Partners 

Willow Abrahamson*(12/2013–12/2014) Shoshone–Bannock Tribes 
Collette Berg*(12/2013–12/2014) Cheyenne & Arapahoe Tribes 
Patty Brown Karuk Tribe Head Start  
Ann Cameron Inter–Tribal Council of Michigan Head Start 
Myrna Dingman*(6/2014–1/2017) Pueblo of San Felipe Head Start 
Lana Garcia Pueblo of Jemez Head Start 
Jacki Haight Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe Head Start 
Kirstin (Hisatake) Nilles*(12/2013–8/2015) Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs Head Start 
Charmaine Lundy Kenaitze Indian Tribe Head Start 
Racquel Martinez*(12/2013–7/2017) Tanana Chiefs Conference Head Start 
Laura McKechnie Sault Ste. Marie Tribe Head Start 
Sharon Singer*(1/2015–7/2017) Navajo Nation Head Start 
Teresa Smith Kenaitze Indian Tribe Head Start 
Mavany Calac Verdugo Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians Head Start  

University Research Partners 

Jessica Barnes–Najor Michigan State University, Tribal Early Childhood Research Center 
Hiram Fitzgerald Michigan State University, Tribal Early Childhood Research Center 
Douglas Novins*(12/2013–7/2014) University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, Centers for American 

Indian & Alaska Native Health, Tribal Early Childhood Research Center 
Michelle Sarche University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, Centers for American 

Indian & Alaska Native Health, Tribal Early Childhood Research Center 
Monica Tsethlikai Arizona State University 
Nancy Rumbaugh Whitesell University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, Centers for American 

Indian & Alaska Native Health, Tribal Early Childhood Research Center 

Study Research Partners 

Sara Bernstein Mathematica Policy Research 
Barbara Lepidus Carlson Mathematica Policy Research 
Lizabeth Malone Mathematica Policy Research 
Jerry West Mathematica Policy Research 

Federal Partners 

Meryl Barofsky Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Robert Bialas*(12/2013–11/2015) Office of Head Start 
Angie Godfrey Office of Head Start 
Laura Hoard Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Aleta Meyer Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Mary Mueggenborg Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
WJ Strickland Office of Head Start 
Maria Woolverton Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 

Note. Individual’s organizational affiliation reflects that at the time of the study design. 

* Indicates a former member as of August 2017 and dates of service 

 

  



AIAN FACES 2019 Workgroup 

Member Organizational affiliation 

Tribal Head Start partners 
Ann Cameron Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan Head Start 
Lana Garcia Pueblo of Jemez Head Start 
Jacki Haight Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe Head Start 
Tina Handeland*(3/2018–7/2018) Zaasijiwan Lac du Flambeau Head Start 
Melissa Harris  Iswa Head Start 
Charmaine Lundy*(3/2018-8/2020) Kenaitze Indian Tribe Head Start 
Laura McKechnie Sault Ste. Marie Tribe Head Start 
Ethan Petticrew*(3/2018-10/2019) Cook Inlet Native Head Start 
Tina Routh Mississippi Band of Choctaw Head Start 
Mavany Calac Verdugo Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians Head Start (retired) 

University research partners 
Jessica Barnes–Najor Michigan State University, Tribal Early Childhood Research Center 
Michelle Sarche University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, Centers for American 

Indian & Alaska Native Health, Tribal Early Childhood Research Center 
Christine Sims University of New Mexico 
Monica Tsethlikai Arizona State University 
Nancy Rumbaugh Whitesell University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, Centers for American 

Indian & Alaska Native Health, Tribal Early Childhood Research Center 

Study research partners 
Sara Bernstein Mathematica  
Michael Cavanaugh Mathematica  
Annalee Kelly*(3/2018–1/2019) Mathematica  
Lizabeth Malone Mathematica  
Sara Skidmore Mathematica  

Federal partners 
Meryl Barofsky Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Angie Godfrey*(3/2018–1/2019) Office of Head Start 
Laura Hoard Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Todd Lertjuntharangool Office of Head Start 
Aleta Meyer Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Allison Walker Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Bianca Williams*(3/2018–3/2019) Office of Head Start 
Jarma Wrighten*(3/2018–12/2020) Office of Head Start 

Senior advisors 
W.J. Strickland Office of Head Start (retired) 
Jerry West University of Maryland 

Note. Individual’s organizational affiliation reflects that at the time of the study design. 

* Indicates a former member as of November 2020 and gives dates of service. 

 



AIAN FACES Workgroup for the 2021-2022 Study 

Member Organizational affiliation 

Tribal Head Start partners 
Ann Cameron Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan Head Start 
Lana Garcia Pueblo of Jemez Head Start 
Jacki Haight Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe Head Start 
Melissa Harris  Iswa Head Start 
Laura McKechnie Sault Ste. Marie Tribe Head Start 
Tina Routh Mississippi Band of Choctaw Head Start 
Mavany Calac Verdugo*(1/2021-7/2021) Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians Head Start (retired) 

University research partners 
Jessica Barnes–Najor Michigan State University, Tribal Early Childhood Research Center 
Michelle Sarche University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, Centers for American 

Indian & Alaska Native Health, Tribal Early Childhood Research Center 
Christine Sims University of New Mexico 
Monica Tsethlikai Arizona State University 
Nancy Rumbaugh Whitesell University of Colorado Anschutz Medical Campus, Centers for American 

Indian & Alaska Native Health, Tribal Early Childhood Research Center 

Study research partners 
Sara Bernstein Mathematica  
Michael Cavanaugh*(1/2021 -10/2022) Mathematica  
Kathleen Feeney Mathematica 
Katie Gonzalez Mathematica 
Lizabeth Malone*(1/2021-2/2023) Mathematica  
Sara Skidmore Mathematica  

Federal partners 
Alysia Blandon Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Meryl Barofsky*(1/2021-4/2022) Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Laura Hoard Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Todd Lertjuntharangool Office of Head Start 
Aleta Meyer Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Shaune’ Nicholls Office of Head Start 
Kylee Probert Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Neda Senehi Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 
Allison Walker*(1/2021-10/2021) Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation 

Senior advisors 
Micker (Mike) Richardson National American Indian Alaska Native Head Start Collaboration Office 
W.J. Strickland Office of Head Start (retired) 

Note. Individual’s organizational affiliation reflects that at the time of the study design. 

* Indicates a former member as of April 2023 and gives dates of service. 


