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Help Desk 
(during the webinar)

Email: violeta.mora@icf.com
or message the Host 

mailto:violeta.mora@icf.com


Agenda

Overview of the QPR Key 

Dates

The Sections of the Report 

CARS Submission

FAQs



What is 
the Quality 
Progress 
Report 
(QPR)?

• A description of activities that were funded
with quality expenditures

• A mechanism to evaluate progress in
improving the quality of child care programs
and services

• An annual report that describes how quality
funds were expended as required by the
Child Care and Development Block Grant
(CCDBG) Act of 2014
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What 
information 
does the 
QPR collect?

• Basic data on the population of
providers in the state or territory

• Specific information related to each of
the 10 authorized uses of quality funds

• Estimated spending amounts from CCDF
and non-CCDF sources

• Progress updates on program goals
since FFY 2022 QPR submission
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How will the 
QPR be 
used?

6

To ensure accountability for the use of CCDF quality 
funds, including the set-aside for quality infant and 
toddler care and COVID funding

To track progress toward meeting state- and territory-set 
indicators and benchmarks for improvement of child care 
quality based on what is described in their CCDF Plans

To inform federal technical assistance efforts and 
decisions regarding strategic use of quality funds

To understand efforts in progress towards all child care 
settings meeting the developmental needs of children



How does the QPR fit in with other quality data Lead 
Agencies must submit?
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CCDF Plan

• 10 authorized
uses of quality
funds

• Identify
progress
measures

QPR

• Data to show
progress

• Quantify benefits
of CCDF quality
improvement funds

• Collect information
on activities using
COVID funding

ACF-696

• Identify how
much is spent on
quality activities

ACF-901

• Collect
provider-level
information
on ARP
Stabilization
Grants



What 
data 

should 
Lead 

Agencies 
use?

• Data from October 1, 2022 –
September 30, 2023 (FFY2023)
o Cumulative totals for the fiscal

year (unless otherwise stated)
• Data related to CCDF requirements

and/or quality improvement activities
o Lead Agency data
o Data collected by other

government (e.g., PDG) and
non-government agencies (e.g.,
CCR&R agencies or other TA
providers) as appropriate

• Progress Updates: Progress on goals
specified in FFY2022-2024 CCDF
State Plan achieved between October
1, 2022 and September 30, 2023



Key Dates
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October 2023

New Program Instruction (PI) and 
pre-print available online

QPR Content and Technical training

Submission site open (tentative 10/13/23)

December 2023

QPR Due 12/31/23 



Introduction 
to the QPR

10

Discusses the purpose of the QPR, the 
data to be used and collected, how the 
QPR is organized, and timelines

Includes a Glossary of Terms relevant 
for the report*
*If a term is not listed in the glossary, 
the state or territory definition should 
be used (and described where 
appropriate)



Introduction 
to the QPR

Clarified definition of staffed 
family child care networks:
Programs with paid staff that offer a 
menu of ongoing services and 
resources to affiliated FCC 
educators. Network services may 
include individual supports (for 
example, visits to child care homes, 
coaching, consultation, warmlines, 
substitute pools, shared services, 
licensing TA, mental health services) 
and group supports (for example, 
training workshops, facilitated peer 
support groups)
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QPR Section Structure (Sections 2-11) 
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Content 
Questions 

Funds Spent 
on Allowable 

Activities

Progress 
Updates 



Alignment between the allowable uses of quality funds, the 
FFY2022-2024 Plan, and QPR Sections
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Allowable uses of quality funds FY2022-2024 
Plan Section QPR Section

1. Support the training and professional development of the child care workforce Section 6 (6.3) 2

2. Improve the development or implementation of early learning and development guidelines Section 6 (6.4) 3

3. Develop, implement, or enhance a quality rating and improvement system for child care 
providers

Section 7 (7.3) 4

4. Improve the supply and quality of child care for infants and toddlers Section 7 (7.4) 5

5. Establish or expand a statewide system of child care resource and referral services Section 7 (7.5) 6

6. Support compliance with State or Territory requirements for licensing, inspection, monitoring, 
training, and health and safety

Section 7 (7.6) 7

7. Evaluate the quality of child care programs in the State or Territory, including how programs 
positively impact children

Section 7 (7.7) 8

8. Support providers in the voluntary pursuit of accreditation Section 7 (7.8) 9

9. Support the development or adoption of high-quality program standards related to health, 
mental health, nutrition, physical activity, and physical development

Section 7 (7.9) 10

10. Other activities to improve the quality of child care services supported by outcome measures 
that improve provider preparedness, child safety, child well-being, or kindergarten-entry

Section 7 (7.10) 11
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Changes to FFY 2023 QPR  
• Spending questions are incorporated throughout each 

section 
• Progress Update questions were revised to more clearly 

show connection to the Lead Agency's goals in their CCDF 
State Plan​

• Added new question on number of licensing inspectors in 
the state/territory 

• Removed and clarified questions throughout the QPR 



The Sections of the QPR: Funds Spent on Allowable Activities 
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FFY 2023 Update 
• Spending questions have 

been updated throughout 
QPR

• For relevant questions, check 
off source of funding used for 
that activity



The Sections of the QPR: Funds Spent on Allowable Activities 
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FFY 2023 Update 
• No longer reporting $ amount by funding source – instead total amount spent for the 

entire allowable use/topic across all funding sources (i.e., CCDF quality set aside, non-
CCDF funds, CARES, CRRSA, ARP Supplemental Discretionary, and ARP Stabilization 10% 
set-aside) 



The Sections of the QPR: Progress Updates 
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Lead agencies must 
describe progress in achieving 
outcomes in each allowable 
use/topic determined by the 
measurable indicators 
specified in the 2022-2024 
CCDF Plan​.

Note: CARS will show data from 
the 2022-2024 CCDF Plan to 
support responses

REMINDERS 
• Include examples and numeric targets where 

possible or describe barriers to 
achieving outcomes.

• If activities or measurable indicators have 
changed since the 2022-2024 CCDF Plan, please 
describe the change and report outcomes based 
on new indicators. 

• Only need to report progress if:
• activities were reported in the 2022-2024 

CCDF Plan,
• if activities have changed since submission 

of the 2022-2024 CCDF Plan, and/or
• if activities are reported in the QPR 

(otherwise can be blank) 



The Sections of the QPR: Progress Updates 
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Data 
imported 
from the 
2022-2024 
CCDF Plan 

Report progress 
or barriers here 



The Sections of the QPR: Progress Updates 
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• Data from the 2022-2024 Plan may appear blank if activities were not reported 
in the Plan 



The Sections of the QPR: Progress Updates 
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• Lead agencies are strongly encouraged to report outcomes and/or numerical 
targets, but if no progress was made, describe barriers encountered. 

Example of describing barriers:
• Due to issues with our 

contracting mechanism, there 
have been delays in starting 
the evaluation of early 
learning and development 
guidelines. The contract has 
been executed now, so there 
will be outcomes to report for 
FFY 2024.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 1 
State or Territory Child Care Provider Population
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Summary of Changes
―Removed reporting on license-exempt and in-

home providers 
―Added ACF-800 data (in CARS) to support 

responses 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 1
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Suggested Source(s):
Regulated or Licensed provider database

• CARS will show ACF-800 information for 
reference 

• Glossary definition of “licensed”- a 
facility required by the state to meet the 
CCDF section 98.2 definition of 
“licensing or regulatory requirements,” 
which explains that the facility meets 
“requirements necessary for a provider 
to legally provide child care services in a 
state of locality, including registration 
requirements established under state, 
local or tribal law.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 2 
Supporting the Training and Professional Development of the Child 

Care Workforce
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Summary of Changes
― Moved question on Provider Compensation and Benefits to Section 11
― Streamlined questions on provider qualifications and removed reporting 

by provider type (i.e., center-based, family child care, license-exempt) 

Funding sources must be reported for:
2.1.4 Professional Development Registry
2.2.2 Professional Development and Career Pathways Support 
2.4.2 Technical Assistance for Professional Development



The Sections of the QPR: 
Section 2 
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May be called “workforce registry”

2.1.1 – if yes, describe who is included in the 
registry and what type of information the 
registry collects.

2.1.2 – if yes, please identify who is required 
to participate.

2.1.3 – This should be a count of the 
participants described in 2.1.2

Report if any funds were spent on 
PD/workforce registry



The Sections of the QPR: 
Section 2
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Suggested Source(s):
• Professional Development/ Workforce registry 
• Information from third parties (e.g., TEACH 

program, scholarships, financial institutions for 
loans) 

• Activities and numbers of 
teachers/providers reported here 
should be connected to professional 
development/career pathways; 

• General provider compensation and 
benefits will be reported in Section 11 

Report if any funds were spent on 
PD and career pathways support



The Sections of the QPR: 
Section 2
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• Looking for the total number 
of staff regardless of job title 
(e.g., director/teacher/etc.)

• 2.3.1 specific to ALL licensed 
programs

• 2.3.2 specific to licensed 
CCDF programs ONLY

Suggested Source(s):
• Professional Development/ Workforce 

registry 
• Information from third parties (e.g., 

TEACH program, scholarships, 
financial institutions for loans) 



The Sections of the QPR: 
Section 2 
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Suggested Source(s):
• Statewide TA network/resource
• CCR&R

• Check off the appropriate box if that 
type of technical assistance is available 
to providers

• If other is selected, a description is 
required.

Report if any funds were spent on 
technical assistance



The Sections of the QPR: Section 2
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• How much was spent in total 
across all funding sources on 
training and professional 
development?

• If check yes in 2.1.4, 2.2.2, or 
2.4.2, will be required to answer 
this question. 

• If applicable, must indicate a 
reason why can’t report an 
overall dollar amount 

• A description of HOW funds were 
used is no longer required



The Sections of the QPR: Section 2
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Example of possible outcome/numerical target:
• We made it our goal to increase the number of staff receiving 

training or coaching. In FFY 2023, 679 staff received training or 
coaching, which is an increase of 10% over FFY 2022.

Lead Agencies 
should include a 
description of 
progress made or 
activities 
completed related 
to training and 
professional 
development. 

Use data imported from the 2022-2024 
CCDF Plan on measurable indicators to 
inform the outcomes achieved and 
progress made related to training and 
professional development. 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 3 
Improving Early Learning and Development Guidelines
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Summary of Changes
― Removed question on updates or changes to early learning and 

development guidelines
― Lead Agencies will still report on progress related to early learning and 

development guidelines 

Funding sources must be reported for:
3.1.1 Improving Early Learning and Development Guidelines 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 3 
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• If check yes, will be 
required to answer - How 
much was spent in total 
across all funding sources 
on early learning and 
development guidelines. 

• If applicable, must 
indicate a reason why 
can’t report an overall 
dollar amount 

• A description of HOW 
funds were used is no 
longer required



The Sections of the QPR: Section 3 
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Lead Agencies should include a description 
of progress made or activities completed 
related to the improvement or 
implementation of the early learning and 
development guidelines. 

Use data imported from the 2022-2024 CCDF Plan 
on measurable indicators to inform the outcomes 
achieved and progress made on the improvement 
or implementation of the early learning and 
development guidelines. 

Example of possible outcome/numerical target:
• To help programs implement early learning and development guidelines, we created a tip sheet 

that was sent to all licensed providers and 345 providers participated in the training on the tips.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 4 
Developing, Implementing, or Enhancing a Quality Rating 

Improvement System and Other Transparent System of Quality 
Indicators
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Summary of Changes
― Lead Agencies will report number of tiers/levels in QRIS
― Combined questions on numbers of providers and children in high 

quality settings 
― QRIS or other system of quality indicators benefits now only reported for 

licensed providers

Funding sources must be reported for:
4.1.2 QRIS status
4.3.2 QRIS Benefits 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 4 
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Suggested Source(s):
• Data from contractor or lead 

agency QRIS tracking system 
• Licensing database (number of 

children)
• QRIS handbooks or guides 

• Description of the tier/level should be 
brief and include a broad description 
of the criteria for each level (i.e., Tier 1 
is licensed providers, Tier 2 includes 
credential information and program 
self-assessment, etc.)

• If numerical data is not available, 
indicate this in the corresponding 
number box.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 4 
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• CARS will show 
boxes for 
description of 
tiers/levels 
based on the 
number 
indicated 

• If a tier/level is 
considered 
“High Quality” 
please check 
the box 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 4 
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Suggested Source(s):
• Data from contractor or lead 

agency QRIS tracking system 
• Licensing database (number of 

children)
• QRIS handbooks or guides 

• Description of the tier/level should 
be brief and include a broad 
description of the criteria for each 
level (i.e., Tier 1 is licensed providers, 
Tier 2 includes credential information 
and program self-assessment, etc.)

• If numerical data is not available, 
indicate this in the corresponding 
number box.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 4 
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• Total number 
of providers 
reported 
should 
connect to 
the 
description of 
“high quality” 
provided 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 4 
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• Information on development of 
QRIS can be provided in the 
Progress Update section 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 4 
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Report if any funds were spent on implementing or developing a QRIS or other 
system of quality improvement



The Sections of the QPR: Section 4 
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If “Other” is selected a description must be provided 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 4 
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• Examples of on-going or 
periodic quality stipends 
include annual participation 
bonuses, recurring bonuses 
for maintaining quality 
level, etc.

• “Higher CCDF subsidy 
rates” should only be 
checked if the lead agency 
implements differential or 
tiered rates based on 
participation in QRIS or 
other system of quality 
improvement 

Report if any funds were spent on one-time grants, award, or bonuses, ongoing or 
periodic quality stipends, higher CCDF subsidy rates, ongoing technical assistance, or 
other benefits related to the QRIS or other system of quality improvement 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 4 
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• How much was spent in total across all funding sources on QRIS or other system of 
quality improvement?

• If check yes in 4.1.2 or 4.3.2, will be required to answer this question. 
• If applicable, must indicate a reason why can’t report an overall dollar amount 
• A description of HOW funds were used is no longer required



The Sections of the QPR: Section 4 
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Lead Agencies should 
include a description of 
progress made or 
activities completed 
related to the 
implementation or 
development of a QRIS 
or other system of 
quality improvement. 

Use data imported from the 
2022-2024 CCDF Plan on 
measurable indicators to inform 
the outcomes achieved and 
progress made on implementing 
or developing a QRIS or other 
system of quality improvement. 

Example of possible outcome/numerical target:
• We identified a goal of increasing the number of high-quality 

providers. In FFY 2023, 120 providers were rated 4 or 5 stars (our 
definition of high quality), which is an increase of 2% over FFY 2022.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 5 
Improving the Supply and Quality of Child Care Programs for 

Infants and Toddlers
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Summary of Changes
― Lead Agencies will report on support provided by infant/toddler 

specialists 
― Removed question on general developmentally appropriate services for 

infants and toddlers
― Combined questions on numbers of providers and children in high 

quality settings

Funding sources must be reported for:
5.1.3 Infant/Toddler Specialists
5.2.2 Staffed Family Child Care Networks  



The Sections of the QPR: Section 5
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• Please include any 
professionals that provide 
specialized services to 
support the care of infants 
and toddlers in your state 
or territory. 

• If no data is available for 
the total number of 
children reached, use the 
corresponding number box 
to provide this information. 

Suggested Source(s):
• Licensing data for capacity (total number of children reached) 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 5
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• You only need to answer this question if you select “Yes” in 5.1.1
• Checkboxes represent common infant/toddler specialist activities. 
• If “other” is checked you must describe. 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 5
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Funds should be reported if activities are described in 5.1.1/5.1.2 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 5

48

Report on funds spent to support staffed 
family child care networks in the 
state/territory 

• Refer to definition of 
staffed family child care 
networks in glossary 

• Include networks that 
are run by external 
partners in the 
state/territory – we are 
looking for the total 
number of networks 
that support family 
child care providers 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 5
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• How much was spent in total across all funding sources above and beyond the required 
3% infant/toddler set-aside on programs and services for infants/toddlers?

• If check yes in 5.1.3 or 5.2.2, will be required to answer this question. 
• If applicable, must indicate a reason why can’t report an overall dollar amount 
• A description of HOW funds were used is no longer required



The Sections of the QPR: Section 5
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Lead Agencies should 
include a description of 
progress made or 
activities completed 
related to programs and 
services for infants and 
toddlers. 

Use data imported from the 
2022-2024 CCDF Plan on 
measurable indicators to inform 
the outcomes achieved and 
progress made related to 
programs and services for infants 
and toddlers. 

Examples of possible outcome/numerical target:
• We identified a goal of increasing the number of programs serving infants and toddlers. In 

FFY 2023, 256 providers served infants and toddlers, which is an increase of 5% over FFY 
2022.

• To improve services to providers serving infants and toddlers, we hired an additional 5 
infant toddler specialists in FFY 2023, over the 3 that were employed in FFY 2022.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 6 
Establishing, Expanding, Modifying, or Maintaining a Statewide 

System of Child Care Resource and Referral Services

51

Summary of Changes
― Removed question on supporting a statewide system of child care 

resource and referral 
― Lead Agencies will still report on progress related to a statewide system 

of child care resource and referral  

Funding sources must be reported for:
6.1.1 Child Care Resource and Referral Services



The Sections of the QPR: Section 6
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Report funds 
spent on any 
activities 
related to 
child care 
resource and 
referral 
services 

• If check yes, will be required to answer - How much was spent in total across all funding 
sources on implementing child care resource and referral services. 

• If applicable, must indicate a reason why can’t report an overall dollar amount
• A description of HOW funds were used is no longer required



The Sections of the QPR: Section 6
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Lead Agencies should include a 
description of progress made or 
activities completed related to 
implementing child care 
resource and referral services. 

Use data imported from the 2022-2024 
CCDF Plan on measurable indicators to 
inform the outcomes achieved and 
progress made related to implementing 
child care resource and referral services. 

Examples of possible outcome/numerical target:
• We track the number of referrals made by CCR&Rs. In FFY 2023, 2,367 families were referred to care, which is an 

increase of 6% over FFY 2022.
• We hired 4 additional bi-lingual staff in FFY 2023 to better serve families whose primary language is not English.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 7 
Facilitating Compliance with Lead Agency Requirements for 

Inspection, Monitoring, Health and Safety Standards and Training, 
and Lead Agency Licensing Standards
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Summary of Changes
― Removed question on alignment of health and safety standards
― Removed multiple questions on provider complaints and inspections
― Added question on number licensing inspectors  

Funding sources must be reported for:
7.1.2 Complaints about providers
7.2.2 Licensing staff
7.3.2 Coaching or technical assistance on health and safety 
standards as a result of inspection
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Report total number of 
provider complaints. 

The Sections of the QPR: Section 7

• Report funds spent on 
supporting provider 
complaints.

• Funds reported here may be 
to support a complaint 
hotline and/or staff that 
manage complaints.  
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The Sections of the QPR: Section 7

Number reported should 
represent the total number of 
licensing staff in the field 
conducting routine inspection 
visits. 

Report if any funds were spent to 
support licensing staff positions.
Note: CCDF funds that support 
licensing staff positions but are not 
counted as quality expenditures do 
not need to be reported here.  

New QPR Question 
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Only report programs that 
received coaching or 
technical assistance as a 
result of an inspection or 
violation 

Report if any funds were 
spent to provide coaching 
or technical assistance on 
health and safety standards 
resulting from an inspection 
or violation.

The Sections of the QPR: Section 7
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The Sections of the QPR: Section 7

• How much was spent in total 
across all funding sources on 
compliance with health, safety, 
and licensing standards?

• If check yes in 7.1.2, 7.2.2, or 
7.3.2, will be required to answer 
this question. 

• If applicable, must indicate a 
reason why can’t report an 
overall dollar amount 

• A description of HOW funds were 
used is no longer required
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The Sections of the QPR: Section 7

Use data imported from the 2022-2024 CCDF Plan on 
measurable indicators to inform the outcomes achieved 
and progress made related to facilitating compliance 
with health, safety, and licensing standards. 

Lead Agencies should include a description of 
progress made or activities completed related to 
facilitating compliance with health, safety, and 
licensing standards. 

Example of possible outcome/numerical target:
• Licensors worked with providers to help address 

violations. In FFY 2023, 45 providers were cited for 
violations, which is a reduction of 2% over FFY 2022 

• In FFY 2023, 500 staff were trained on state 
licensing standards, which is an increase of 4% over 
FFY 2022 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 8
Evaluating and Assessing the Quality of Child Care Programs in the State 

or Territory, Including Evaluating How Programs Positively Impact Children

60

Summary of Changes
― Checkboxes added to clarify the measures or tools used to evaluate and 

assess child care programs 

Funding sources must be reported for:
8.1.2 Evaluation and assessment of center-based programs
8.2.2 Evaluation and assessment of family child care programs



The Sections of the QPR: 
Section 8 

61

• Check all that apply 
• If ECERS or SACERS are used 

please check “ERS” 
• If tools are used as part of 

QRIS please check all that 
apply 

• If check State evaluation 
tool, please describe. 

• If check other, must provide 
a description. 

Report funds spent on any activities related 
to evaluating and assessing quality and 
effective practice in center-based programs. 



The Sections of the QPR: 
Section 8 

62

• Check all that apply 
• If tools are used as part of 

QRIS please check all that 
apply 

• If check State evaluation tool, 
please describe. 

• If check other, must provide a 
description. 

Report funds spent on any activities related 
to evaluating and assessing quality and 
effective practice in family child care 
programs. 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 8
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• How much was spent in total 
across all funding sources on 
evaluation and assessment of 
child care programs?

• If check yes in 8.1.2 or 8.2.2, will 
be required to answer this 
question. 

• If applicable, must indicate a 
reason why can’t report an 
overall dollar amount 

• A description of HOW funds were 
used is no longer required



The Sections of the QPR: Section 8
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Use data imported from the 2022-2024 CCDF Plan on 
measurable indicators to inform the outcomes achieved and 
progress made related to the evaluation and assessment of 
child care programs.

Lead Agencies should include a description of 
progress made or activities completed related 
to the evaluation and assessment of child care 
programs.

Example of possible outcome/numerical target:
• In FFY 2023, 343 programs were assessed using CLASS, 

which is an increase of 4% over FFY 2022
• We contracted with the university to evaluate the 

quality of licensed programs. Assessments indicated that 
children in QIS programs showed higher (30%) 
kindergarten readiness.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 9
Supporting Providers in the Voluntary Pursuit of Accreditation

65

Summary of Changes
― No changes made to this section

Funding sources must be reported for:
9.1.2 Accreditation Support



The Sections of the QPR: Section 9
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• Looking for the total number of 
providers by program type

• Check “yes” if at least one of type 
of provider was supported

• Enter “did not support this 
provider type” if a particular 
group did not receive 
accreditation support

Suggested Source(s):
• Information from NAEYC/NAFCC



The Sections of the QPR: Section 9

67Report funds spent on any activities related to supporting accreditation

• If check yes, will be 
required to answer -
How much was spent in 
total across all funding 
sources on supporting 
accreditation.

• If applicable, must 
indicate a reason why 
can’t report an overall 
dollar amount 

• A description of HOW 
funds were used is no 
longer required



The Sections of the QPR: Section 9
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Lead Agencies should include a 
description of progress made 
or activities completed related 
to supporting accreditation. 

Use data imported from the 2022-2024 
CCDF Plan on measurable indicators to 
inform the outcomes achieved and 
progress made related to supporting 
accreditation. 

Example of possible outcome/numerical target:​
• The LA expected an increase of 10% of programs pursuing accreditation. However, participation 

decreased 2% this FFY23 due to an increased demand to pursue QIS in lieu. The LA will work with the 
CCR&R and FCC Networks to develop campaigns to better support accreditation.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 10
Supporting the Development or Adoption of High-quality Program 

Standards Related to Health, Mental Health, Nutrition, Physical 
Activity, and Physical Development

69

Summary of Changes
― Checkboxes were added to clarify the high-quality program standards 

developed or adopted by Lead Agencies

Funding sources must be reported for:
10.1.2 High-Quality Program Standards



The Sections of the QPR: Section 10
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• If QRIS is checked, 
at least one 
related option 
must be checked.

• If “State 
Framework” is 
checked a 
description of the 
framework is 
required. 

• If “other” is 
checked a 
description must 
be provided. 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 10
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Report funds spent 
on any activities 
related to 
developing or 
implementing high-
quality program 
standards for child 
care programs

• If check yes, will be required to answer - How much was spent in total across all 
funding sources on high-quality program standards. 

• If applicable, must indicate a reason why can’t report an overall dollar amount 
• A description of HOW funds were used is no longer required



The Sections of the QPR: Section 10

72

Lead Agencies should include a 
description of progress made or 
activities completed related to 
developing or adopting high-quality 
program standards. 

Use data imported from the 2022-2024 CCDF 
Plan on measurable indicators to inform the 
outcomes achieved and progress made related 
to developing or adopting high-quality 
program standards. 

Example of possible outcome/numerical target:​
• The joint campaign with our local CCAFP program to enroll additional providers was successful. 

In FFY 2023 we enrolled 45 additional providers in the program over FFY 2022.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 11
Other Activities to Improve the Quality of Child Care Services

73

Summary of Changes
― Includes question on compensation and benefits for child care staff that 

was previously in Section 2 
― Removed the following questions:

• Previous question 11.2 on Emergent Health and Safety Needs
• Previous question 11.6  on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) practices
• Previous question 11.7 on Provider Supports

Funding sources must be reported for:
11.1.2 Sustainability funding to child care providers
11.2.2 Data Systems Investment
11.3.2 Supply and Demand Analysis
11.4.2 Supply and Demand Initiatives
11.5.2 Provider Compensation and Benefits



The Sections of the QPR: 
Section 11

74

• Do not report on activities 
funded with ARP Stabilization 
grant funds

• When you select provider types, 
you must enter a number

• If you can’t provide a number, 
explain why in the describe box 
under the “Yes” option

• Report funds spent on 
stabilization grants (not ARP) to 
child care providers 



The Sections of the QPR: 
Section 11

75

Report if funds were spent on 
investments in data systems.

Examples of data systems that may be 
included here:
• Child care subsidy systems
• Professional Development/workforce 

registries
• QRIS data systems
• Child care search/provider information 

data systems
• Comprehensive Background Check 

systems
• Systems with data on child care supply 



The Sections of the QPR: 
Section 11

76

Report if funds were spent on 
the supply and demand analysis.

• Report if an analysis of supply and 
demand was completed. 

• The analysis can be limited in scope 
– e.g. an analysis of availability of 
infant/toddler slots 



The Sections of the QPR: 
Section 11
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Report if funds were spent on 
supply and demand initiatives.

• Check the relevant box if 
supply/demand initiatives 
supported any of the listed 
populations.

• If other is checked, you must 
describe. 



The Sections of the QPR: 
Section 11

78

Report if funds were spent on 
provider compensation and 
benefits.

• This question was moved from 
Section 2 in the FFY22 QPR.

• If boxes are checked the 
number of teachers/providers 
must be reported. If data is not 
available use the number box to 
indicate “Data is not available.” 

• If “other” or “N/A” are checked, 
description must be provided 



The Sections of the QPR: Section 11
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• How much was spent in total 
across all funding sources on 
other activities to improve the 
quality of child care services?

• If check yes in 11.1.2, 11.2.2, 
11.3.2, 11.4.2, or 11.5.2, will be 
required to answer this question. 

• If applicable, must indicate a 
reason why can’t report an 
overall dollar amount 

• A description of HOW funds were 
used is no longer required



The Sections of the QPR: Section 11
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Lead Agencies should include 
a description of progress made 
on activities completed 
related to the quality of child 
care services.

Use data imported from the 2022-
2024 CCDF Plan on measurable 
indicators to inform the outcomes 
achieved and progress made on 
activities completed related to the 
quality of child care services.



The Sections of the QPR: Section 12
Annual Reporting

81

Summary of Changes
― No changes made to this section

No Spending reported in this section 



Section 12 – Annual Report and Changes
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Considerations:
• Is there a process that reviews data to 

consider possible enforcement actions, 
regulation changes, or policies based 
on the data? 

• Is data reviewed? If so, how often? 
• Who is involved? What changes were 

made because of the reviews?

Suggested Source(s):​
Those responsible for investigating 
incidents; processing enforcement 
actions; promulgating regulations, 
policy changes



The Sections of the QPR: Section 13
ARP Act Stabilization Grants
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Summary of Changes
― Removed question on methods used to eliminate fraud, waste, and abuse

No Spending reported in this section 



Section 13 - American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Child 
Care Stabilization Grants
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• Clearly describe all grant 
programs run using ARP 
Stabilization funding.

• Descriptions can include 
multiple rounds of a grant 
program or multiple distinct 
grant programs.  

Suggested Source(s):​
Bi-monthly Interview 
Dashboards



Section 13 - American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act Child Care Stabilization Grants
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Report any strategies used specifically 
to support workforce compensation 
with ARP Stabilization funding

Suggested Source(s):
Bi-monthly Interview Dashboards



General Guidance

• Remember, the FFY 2023 QPR covers quality activities from 
October 1, 2022 through September 30, 2023

• In Sections 2-11, report on all CCDF and non-CCDF funding 
sources other than the 90% ARP Act Stabilization Grants

• Please spell out all acronyms

• The QPR is submitted via the CARS submission site
86
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General Guidance – Submission in CARS 

See separate presentation on CARS found on the OCC 
Website: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/report/acf-218-
annual-quality-progress-report-qpr

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/report/acf-218-annual-quality-progress-report-qpr


Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

How is the FFY 2023 QPR different from the FFY 2022 QPR?
• Added one new question in Section 7 (number of licensing inspectors) and

removed no longer applicable items.
• Progress Update questions were revised to better show connection to the FFY

2022-2024 CCDF Plan
• Spending questions have been restructured

• Questions on spending by funding stream are incorporated throughout
each section

• Lead Agencies will report total amount of funds spent across all sources
on allowable activities for each topic



Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Should I only report CCDF Lead Agency data? 

• No. QPR is not limited to CCDF data sources only.
• Lead Agencies may use data collected by other government

and nongovernment agencies (e.g., CCR&R agencies or other TA
providers) as appropriate. Allow time to gather what is needed.
For example, licensing or early learning guideline (ELG) info
may come from another agency.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Should I only report on activities that have been funded by CCDF? 

• No. QPR is not limited to CCDF funding sources only.
• States should report activities funded with non-CCDF funds

(e.g., TANF funds spent directly on quality, Preschool
Development Funds, state or local funds) in each section
regardless of whether or not the funds were administered by
the CCDF Lead Agency.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Are states/territories required to report exact spending 
amounts?

• No. These amounts are estimates, however, they should be close to
the actual amount spent.

What if I only have partial data for an item? 

• When in doubt, report it! Use the available text boxes for that item to
explain your data.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

If the QPR asks for a number can I enter text?

• Please do not enter text unless you do not have a number to report.
If numerical data is not available, you should briefly (i.e., no more
than one sentence) tell us why you do not have a number to report.

• There will be areas in the QPR that will only accept numerical entries.
In this instance if numerical data is not available leave the field blank
and use the “Unable to Report Data” or available describe box to
provide an explanation.
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Questions?
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